ST. EDMUND CHURCH
219 EAST LOCUST STREET
WATSEKA IL 60970

PASTOR: Reverend Michael Powell

Rectory: 815-432-3274 ~ Office Hours: 8 a.m.—12 p.m. M-F
Religious Education Office: 815-432-5569
Website: www.stedstjoe.org

MASSES: M-W-TH-F 7:30 AM
SATURDAY 5:00 PM
SUNDAY 8:00 AM

CONFESSIONS: Saturday, 4:30—4:50 PM or by appointment.

“Transforming the world in which we live by bringing the
teachings of Jesus Christ to every living person.”

ST. MARY CHURCH
308 ST. CHARLES STREET
BEAVERVILLE IL 60912

MASS: SUNDAY AT 4:30 PM

Thank you to everyone who joined us to go Christmas caroling at the
IMH Resident Home after RE Classes on December 17th. We had a
total of 12 who went...8 adults and 4 children. Some of the residents
even joined in with the singing! Below are 3 pictures from the Christ-
mas caroling and 1 picture from the sth grade class Christmas party:

Please pray for . . .
e  Gary Cahoe
e Louise Bruens

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH
307 UNION STREET
CRESCENT CITY IL 60928

MASS: SUNDAY AT 9:30 AM

A [little something from our Tuesday afternoon Birble
Study Group....
Start the new year right!
Come join us at Bible Study,
it’s lots of fun...
And... we don’t bite!

PLEASE NOTE: We are taking a brief hiatus during this
holiday season, so we won’t meet again until January 6,
2026. Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and Joy-
Filled New Year!
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A Christmas Word Search
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Donkey Herod Wisemen  Star Travel
Myrrh Jesus Shepherds  Manger Gold
Bethlehem  Frankincense = Mary Joseph Sheep
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SUNDAY, December 21, 2025

MASS INTENTIONS FOR December 22—28, 2025

Monday, December 22:
7:30 AM: * Leona Shafer by Chris Daszko

Tuesday, December 23: NO MASS

Wednesday, December 24 (CHRISTMAS EVE):
4:00 PM: * Tina Gooding by John Gooding & Family
7:00 PM: Mass at St. Mary’s

Thursday, December 25 (CHRISTMAS DAY):
8:00 AM: * Mary Jean Hartlep by Our Parish Family
9:30 AM: * Kellie Hummel-Barnett Anniversary Remembrance by
Arlene Hayes & Bob Cyborski

Friday, December 26: NO MASS

Saturday, December 27, 5:00 PM
* Dave Harvey by Earl & Carol Lareau
* Bert Stepp Birthday Remembrance by His Family

Sunday, December 28:
8:00 AM: Our Parish Families
9:30 AM : * Aaron Taylor

St. Edmund’s Weekly Target for Operation: $ 3,200.00
Sunday Offering, December 13/14: $ 1,345.00
Online Giving: $  125.00

DEFICIT for the Week: $ (1,730.00)

St. Joseph’s Sunday Offering, December14: $  350.00

LAY MINISTERS for December 24/25 & 27/28, 2025

WEDNESDAY, December 24, 4:00 PM
Lector: Gene Ochs
Ushers: Mike & Jodi Schuler

THURSDAY, December 25, 8:00 AM
Lector: Julie Schippert
Usher: Sue Butler

SATURDAY, December 27, 5:00 PM
Lector: Paula Williamson
Ushers: Mike & Mary Ann Kiefer

SUNDAY, December 28, 8:00 AM
Lector: Jennifer Dixon
Ushers: Terry & Gwen McTaggart

Money Counters: Brittany Cluver & Bill Janssen

St. Edmund CCW

s There is still time to make a donation towards the pur-

*" chaseofa poinsettia in memory of a loved one. You may
place your donation in the basket on the table at the en-
trance of the church. Please make checks payable to St.
Edmund CCW. Thank you!

After Christmas, you may take a poinsettia...or more than

L

Preparing to hear next Sunday’s Gospel:
Feast of the Holy Family A
Matthew 2:13—15; 19—23
“Rise, take the Child and his Mother!”

e Dolsee God atworkin trials | may have experienced?
e Doltrust God in troubled times?
e Dolobey Godin good times and in bad?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, Joseph, who cared for you lovingly as a father
cares for a son, obeyed the command to flee with you and with Mary,
your Mother, into Egypt. Often the whirl of life can confuse and fright-
en me. In those moments of testing, please lead and guide me as Jo-
seph was led and guided. Amen!

Preparing for next Sunday’s Petitions:

e  That the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph may serve as a model
for all families,

e  That the family of the Church may gather together the sons and
daughters of the Father as brothers and sisters of Christ,

e That God may help families in need through the work and generosity
of his disciples,

e  That broken families may find healing in Christ,

e That this Octave of Christmas may bring joy and gladness to all na-
tions,

e That the prayers in the hearts of our parishioners may be heard by
the Divinity who humbled himself to take on our humanity,

e That our family members who have died may be joined to the Holy
Family in the Kingdom of Heaven,

We pray to the Lord.

Catholic Charities ~ Diocese of Joliet

Catholic Charities invites you to make: a /meaningful difference
through their annual Gift of Christmas program. Your support
helps fulfill wish lists for individuals and families served by Catholic
Charities. You may choose to support a specific individual or family
by reading their story, or you can make a general gift that will be
directed to someone still waiting to be sponsored.

Ways to give:

e  Visit catholiccharitiesjoliet.org and click Donate

e Call 8125-724-1140 to give by phone

e  Mail a check (please note “Gift of Christmas” in the memo) to:
Catholic Charities
16555 Weber Road
Crest Hill IL 60403

Questions? Call 815-724-1140 or email msnow@cc-doj.org.

CLOSING MASS OF THE JUBILEE YEAR 2025

On Sunday, December 28, throughout the world Catholics will gath-
er at their Cathedral Churches to celebrate the closing of the Jubilee
Year of Hope 2025.The Diocese of Joliet will celebrate the closing of
the Jubilee Year at the 10:30 Mass on December 28 at the Cathe-
dral of St. Raymond Nonnatus in Joliet. Everyone is invited to at-
tend. This has been a very special time for the Church and we now
gather to give thanks for all the blessings received during this Jubilee
Year of Hope throughout the Diocese.




