
ST. EDMUND CHURCH 

219 EAST LOCUST STREET 

WATSEKA  IL  60970 

 

PASTOR:  Reverend Michael Powell 

 

Rectory: 815-432-3274 ~ Office Hours: 8 a.m.—12 p.m. M-F 

Religious Education Office: 815-432-5569 

Website:  www.stedstjoe.org 

MASSES: M-W-TH-F 7:30 AM 

 SATURDAY 5:00 PM 

 SUNDAY 8:00 AM  

“Transforming the world in which we live by bringing the  
teachings of Jesus Christ to every living person.” 

CONFESSIONS: Saturday, 4:30—4:50 PM or by appointment. 

ST. MARY CHURCH 

308 ST. CHARLES STREET 

BEAVERVILLE  IL  60912 

 

MASS: SUNDAY AT 4:30 PM 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 

307 UNION STREET 

CRESCENT CITY  IL  60928 

 

MASS: SUNDAY AT 9:30 AM 

BOXES OF JOY 
 

St. Edmund’s CCW and St. Joseph’s CCW are once 
again offering our Boxes of Joy project to anyone 
who would like to participate. You may choose to 
fill a box on your own or donate items to put in a 
box.  
 

Next week there will be a display up in the vesti-
bule at St. Edmund’s and a box will be available in which to put your 
donated items. There will also be a tub in which to put your filled box-
es. Some cardboard boxes to use will also be available by the display. 
Donated items and filled boxes may also be brought to our CCW 
meeting on October 5th. 
 

A list of what is/is not accepted is attached to this 
weekend’s bulletin. 
 

Your generosity would be greatly appreciated! 

PLEASE BEAR WITH ME!     
  

Several months ago I was informed that the desktop publishing pro-
gram that I have used for years, would no longer be operational 
starting in October. The diocese finally sent information to us last 
week regarding a new program called Canva that we should use. 
Unfortunately I have not had time to explore it much, so I am asking 
for you to be patient with me while I’m learning this new program 
(the bulletin may be pretty bare bones at first!). I’ve heard it’s user 
friendly, so I’m hoping that’s true, and if all else fails, I do have a 13-
year-old granddaughter who said she could help me learn it! We 
may have to put her on the payroll! 

HARVEST DAZE DONATIONS 
 

The Iroquois County Historical Society thanks everyone for their 
past donations to our bake sale. Last year the bake sale garnered 
almost $1,500. This money was used to defray the heating costs 
for the Old Courthouse Museum. 
 

This year’s Harvest Daze will be held on October 3/4. We are reach-
ing out to Iroquois County residents for donations of baked goods, 
jams, jellies, craft items, garden produce, etc. These items can be 
brought to the Courthouse Museum on Friday, October 2nd or Sat-
urday, October 3rd, between 10:00 a.m. —4:00 p.m. Please mark 
the baked items if they are sugar-free, gluten-free, or have nuts in 
them in the ingredients. 
 

Please call Denise Harwood at 815-432-4604 or the museum office 
at 815-432-2215 with any questions. 
 

We greatly appreciate your support in raising money for the Old 
Courthouse Museum. 
 

Thank you, 
Denise Harwood, Chairperson 

COMMUNITY PRAYER GATHERING 2026 
Wednesday, September 23rd ~ 8:00 a.m. 

IMH Flagpole on the corner of E. Fairman & S. Fourth St., Watseka 
 

This Community Prayer Gathering will be in unity with the global 
See You At The Pole TM (SYATP) prayer event. Our prayers will fo-
cus on our youth, their schools their teachers, administrators and 
staff and will be lead by area Pastors instead of students. All mem-
bers of our Iroquois County Community are invited to attend. 



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 

Monday, September 21, 7:30 AM 
* Mary Claire by Dean Peterson 

 

Tuesday, September 22: NO MASS 
 

Wednesday, September 23: NO MASS 
 

Thursday, September 24: NO MASS 
 

Friday, September 25: NO MASS 
 

Morning Mass….what a way to start the day! 
NOTE: Daily Morning Mass is held at the Parish Center. Holy Day, 

First Friday and Ash Wednesday Masses are held at the Church. 
 

Saturday, September 26, 5:00 PM 
* John D. Zirkle by Jean Herron, Michel Lavoie, Mary Quinn  

& Families 
 

Sunday, September 27: 
8:00 AM: * Florence Ducat Birthday Remembrance by Ron & 

Dolores Bowers & Sheila Harman 

9:30 AM: Our Parish Families 
4:30 PM: Mass at St. Mary’s 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR September 21—27, 2026 

St. Edmund’s Weekly  Target for Operation: $   3,200.00 

Sunday Offering, September 12/13: $   1,298.00 

Online Giving: $       185.00 

DEFICIT for the Week: $ (1,717.00)  

  

St. Joseph’s Sunday Offering, September 13: $   1,092.00  

LAY MINISTERS for September 26/27, 2026 

SATURDAY, September 26, 5:00 PM 
Lector: Paula Williamson 

Ushers: Mike & Jodi Schuler 
 

SUNDAY, September 27, 8:00 AM 
Lector: Sara McTaggart 

Ushers: Christ & Aries Quidet Family 
 

Money Counters: Kendra Martin & Louise Bruens 

Preparing to hear next Sunday’s Gospel: 
26th Sunday Ordinary Time A 

Matthew 21:28—32 
“ Which of the two sons did his father’s will?” 

 

• Do I bark back at others requests to me? 

• Do I make commitments I don’t keep? 

• How can I both respond positively at first and then follow 
through on what I have promised I will do? 

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to neither respond negatively to your 
commands nor to make empty promises I do not keep. May I be genu-
ine in my relationship with you and with my brothers and sisters. 
Amen! 

Preparing for next Sunday’s Petitions: 
 

• For all in exile, danger, fear or persecution, 

• For those who have left the Church, the Mystical Body of Christ,  

• For those who have forsaken sinful lives and ways and have turned to 
Christ as his disciples, 

• For the humility that Jesus showed in laying aside his glory in obedi-
ence to the will of the Father, 

• For the wisdom to say “yes” to God and for the will to live out that 
decision in our lives, 

• For the needs of our parishioners that have been brought before God 
in prayer, 

• For all who have been obedient unto God even to death that, like 
Christ, they may be exalted and seated with the Father, 

We pray to the Lord. 

Please pray for . . . 

• Gary Cahoe 

ST. EDMUND CCW 
 
Just a Save the Date heads-up that we will be hosting our Ford-
Iroquois Deanery CCW Fall Gathering on Saturday, November 
7th. More details to follow. 

St. Edmund’s Music Ministry 
 

Due to lack of interest, we will not be able to 
start up a choir. 
 

Sue Bennett 

PLEASE NOTE:  
 

• The Church Office will be CLOSED on Monday, September 
21st. 

 

• Fr. Mike will be gone September 20th—25th to attend 
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen’s beatification in St. Louis, MO. 

Today is Catechetical Sunday. This year’s theme is “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me….to bring good news to the poor.” (Luke 
4:18). 
 

This passage shows that the Messiah comes not with power or status, 
but with compassion, restoring dignity and proclaiming God’s mercy. 
It also becomes a model for the Church, us, which is called to continue 
Christ’s work by sharing the Good News and caring for those most in 
need.  
 

A CATECHIST’S PRAYER 
 

Loving Father, pour forth your Holy Spirit upon me the I may be a 
good catechist of your Word, your Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

Render my mind and heart so open, receptive and responsive to your 
Holy Spirit that, like Mary, I might become a living instrument of your 
Word to others. Help me to be a faithful witness to Gospel life so that 
your Church may become ever more alive. 
 

Let the fires of your love so enkindle my heart that I may be an instru-
ment of drawing others to love of you in the Church of your Son. 
 

I ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


