
ST. EDMUND CHURCH 

219 EAST LOCUST STREET 

WATSEKA  IL  60970 

 

PASTOR:  Reverend Michael Powell 

 

Rectory: 815-432-3274 ~ Office Hours: 8 a.m.—12 p.m. M-F 

Religious Education Office: 815-432-5569 

Website:  www.stedstjoe.org 

MASSES: M-W-TH-F 7:30 AM 

 SATURDAY 5:00 PM 

 SUNDAY 8:00 AM  

“Transforming the world in which we live by bringing the  
teachings of Jesus Christ to every living person.” 

CONFESSIONS: Saturday, 4:30—4:50 PM or by appointment. 

ST. MARY CHURCH 

308 ST. CHARLES STREET 

BEAVERVILLE  IL  60912 

 

MASS: SUNDAY AT 4:30 PM 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 

307 UNION STREET 

CRESCENT CITY  IL  60928 

 

MASS: SUNDAY AT 9:30 AM 

Music Ministry 
 

Do you have a heart to worship our Lord through song? Do you find 
your mood improves while singing? Do you find singing at Mass helps 
in your faith journey? 
 

Then we need YOU! 
 

We would like to reinstate a choir. Mark Calvin (lector and usher) will 
moderate the choir. Sue Bennett (8:00 Sunday Mass organist) will be 
the accompanist. Mark has a background in musical theater and was 
once a DJ at weddings and special events. Sue has been in grade 
school, high school, and college choirs. As husband and wife, they 
desire to lift us all in song during Mass. We are asking you to join St. 
Edmund’s Music Ministry and form a choir to enrich our music at 
Mass. 
 

If Interested, sign up on the clipboard at the table by the organ. 
Watch the bulletin for updates. At our first meeting—tentative in Sep-
tember—we will decide practice day and time that works for the 
group. We will discuss a Mass schedule for dates to sing as well. Our 
goal is to begin during Advent and Christmas. 
 

For more information, talk to Mark or Sue after the 8:00 Mass. 
 

God Bless You. 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

St. Edmund Parish Center 

TUESDAYS at 1:00 p.m. 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 

Please pray for . . . 

• Gary Cahoe 

• Ted Iverson 

Caregiving Challenge 
 

The Reverend John Franklin, our Iroquois County Hospice Chaplain 
and Pastor at the Watseka First Presbyterian Church, will present  the 
program, Caregiving Challenge,  on Thursday, September 3, 2026 at 
1:30 p.m. This will be hosted by the Watseka United Women in Faith 
and will be held at the Watseka Methodist Church, located at 301 S. 
Fourth St. in Watseka. 
 

This program is for anyone interested in learning the stages of care-
giving and how to best care for your loved ones and yourself in a care-
giving journey. 
 

We look forward to seeing you! 

PRAIRIE DELL MEETING HOUSE/CHURCH 

National Register of Historic Places 
 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 
September 13, 2026 ~ 2:00 PM 

 

2548 East 2150 North Road 
Watseka, IL 

(3.5 Miles West of Iroquois, IL) 
 

Donations to the Prairie Dell Church Restoration Fund are gladly ac-
cepted. Please make checks payable to Prairie Dell Church Restora-
tion Fund and bring it on September 13, or mail it to Janice Lubben, 
2551 East 2150 North Road, Watseka, IL, 60970. Thank you. 



SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2026 

Monday, August 24, 7:30 AM 
* Melvin Rogers by Dave & Eileen Rogers 

 

Tuesday, August 25: NO MASS 
 

Wednesday, August 26: NO MASS 
 

Thursday, August 27: NO MASS 
 

Friday, August 28: NO MASS 
 

Morning Mass….what a way to start the day! 
NOTE: Daily Morning Mass is held at the Parish Center. Holy Day, 

First Friday and Ash Wednesday Masses are held at the Church. 
 

Saturday, August 29, 5:00 PM 
* John D. Zirkle by Our Parish Family 

 

Sunday, August 30: 
8:00 AM: Our Parish Families 

9:30 AM: * Merle Perzee by Mary Anne Graeber 
4:30 PM: Mass at St. Mary’s 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR August 24—30, 2026 

St. Edmund’s Weekly  Target for Operation: $   3,200.00 

Sunday Offering, August 15/16: $   2,231.03 

Online Giving: $       200.00 

DEFICIT for the Week: $ (    768.97)  

  

St. Joseph’s Sunday Offering, August 16: $      735.00  

LAY MINISTERS for August 29/30, 2026 

SATURDAY, August 29, 5:00 PM 
Lector: Gene Ochs 

Ushers: Tom & Marilyn Busick 
 

SUNDAY, August 30, 8:00 AM 
Lector: Sara McTaggart 

Usher: Kendra Martin 
 

Money Counters: Dick Arie & Louise Bruens 

MAKE A WILL MONTH 
 

August is Make a Will Month and the Diocese of Joliet is excited 
to announce its new FREE estate planning partner, Catholic Lega-
cy, a ministry of Relevant Radio. Catholic Legacy help parishioners 
create Wills, Funeral Plans, and Healthcare Directives in alignment 
with the teachings of the Church. There is no better time to create 
or update your will. 
  

Visit https://www.catholiclegacy.com/org/dioceseofjoliet to put 
your faith into action.  

PLEASE NOTE: Fr. Mike will be attending the National CCW Con-
vention from August 25th—September 1st so there will be NO DAI-
LY MASSES during this time. 
 

Offering Mass for us next weekend will be Fr. Vern. We’re happy to 
have Fr. Vern with us again, please make him feel welcome! 

Preparing to hear next Sunday’s Gospel: 
22nd Sunday Ordinary Time A 

Matthew 16:21—27 
“Deny yourself, take up your cross, follow me!” 

 

• What “crosses” have I been challenged to take up? 

• Is losing my life in Jesus worth it to me? 

• How can I think more as God does and less as human beings do? 

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, give me the wisdom to know the importance of 
taking up my cross. Give me the courage to do just that and give me 
the love for you and for your brothers and sisters that I may take up 
such crosses for the right reasons. Amen! 

Preparing for next Sunday’s Petitions: 
 

• That all disciples may have the courage to take up their crosses and 
follow Jesus, 

• That, not conforming to this passing age, our bodies may be offered 
as a spiritual sacrifice to God as our minds are renewed,  

• That the Word of God, like fire burning in our hearts, may move all in 
the Church to cry out God’s message to the World, 

• That those who are suffering today, especially those suffering be-
cause of their faith in Christ, may know the consolation of God, 

• That upon his return, the Son of Man may find us worthy of himself, 

• That all of our parishioners may come to discern the will of God and 
do what is pleasing in his sight, 

• That the dead may be enabled to lay down their crosses and join in 
the Resurrection of the Lord, 

We pray to the Lord. 

St. Edmund RE Office Reminders... 
 

• August 12: Registration Packets were mailed out. 

• August 27: Registration papers and fees are DUE. 

• September 2: RE Staff Mass & Meeting at 5:00 p.m. 

• September 9: First RE Class—4:00 p.m. at the Parish Center. 

• September 19/20: Catechetical Sunday 
 

If you were supposed to receive a registration packet, but didn’t, 
please call the RE Office to request one. There will also be a few 
packets available for pick-up from the table in the vestibule of the 
Church. 

ST. EDMUND CCW 
 

All ladies of St. Edmund’s are cordially invited  to 
our first meeting of our new season, our annual 
Salad Supper, which will be held on TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 8th, at 6:00 p.m. at the Parish Center. 

All attendees are asked to please bring a salad to 
share, along with copies of your salad recipe for any-
one who would like one, and a wrapped prize for 

BINGO. Drinks and desserts will be pro-
vided. 
 

Copies of our 2026-2027 CCW Directory are available 
on the table in the vestibule of the Church. 

https://www.catholiclegacy.com/org/dioceseofjoliet

