ST. EDMUND CHURCH
219 EAST LOCUST STREET
WATSEKA IL 60970

PASTOR: Reverend Michael Powell

Rectory: 815-432-3274 ~ Office Hours: 8 a.m.—12 p.m. M-F
Religious Education Office: 815-432-5569
Website: www.stedstjoe.org

MASSES: M-W-TH-F 7:30 AM
SATURDAY 5:00 PM
SUNDAY 8:00 AM

CONFESSIONS: Saturday, 4:30—4:50 PM or by appointment.

“Transforming the world in which we live by bringing the
teachings of Jesus Christ to every living person.”

ST. MARY CHURCH
308 ST. CHARLES STREET
BEAVERVILLE IL 60912

MASS: SUNDAY AT 4:30 PM

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH
307 UNION STREET
CRESCENT CITY IL 60928

MASS: SUNDAY AT 9:30 AM

Preparing to hear next Sunday’s Gospel:
21" Sunday Ordinary Time A
Matthew 16:13—29
“You are “Rock”!”

e  Whodolsaythat Jesusis?
e |If Jesusisindeed the Christ, how does that affect my life?
e Dolkeep Pope Leo, the successor of Peter, in my prayers?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me answer authentically when you ask me
who do | say that you are. May | always build my life on the Rock of
faith. Amen!

Prayer for Pope Leo: O God, Shepherd and ruler of all the faithful,
look favorably on your servant, Leo XIV, whom you have set at the
head of your Church as her shepherd. Grant we pray, that by word and
example, he may be of service to those over whom he presides. Amen!

Preparing for next Sunday’s Petitions:

e  For our Holy Father, that God may enable him to strengthen his
brothers and sisters in faith,

e For the Church throughout the world, that she may share deeper in
the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God,

e  For all who exercise authority in civil government and for all who
serve in police and fire protection,

e  For all who do not acknowledge the authority of God, and for those
who are like sheep without shepherds,

e Forthe needs of our Diocese, parish and community,

e  For all the members of our parish who, in wonder, approach the in-
scrutable judgments and unsearchable ways of God,

e  Forthe dead, that the mercy of God may open the gates of Heaven to
them,

We pray to the Lord.

Music Ministry

Do you have a heart to worship our Lord through song? Do you find
your mood improves while singing? Do you find singing at Mass helps
in your faith journey?

We need YOU!

We would like to reinstate a choir. Mark Calvin (lector and usher) will
moderate the choir. Sue Bennett (8:00 Sunday Mass organist) will be
the accompanist. Mark has a background in musical theater and was
once a DJ at weddings and special events. Sue has been in grade
school, high school, and college choirs. As husband and wife, they
desire to lift us all in song during Mass. We are asking you to join St.
Edmund’s Music Ministry and form a choir to enrich our music at
Mass.

If Interested, sign up on the clipboard at the table by the organ.
Watch the bulletin for updates. At our first meeting—tentative in Sep-
tember—we will decide practice day and time that works for the
group. We will discuss a Mass schedule for dates to sing as well. Our
goal is to begin during Advent and Christmas.

For more information, talk to Mark or Sue after the 8:00 Mass.

God Bless You.

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY GROUP
St. Edmund Parish Center
TUESDAYS at 1:00 p.m.
NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!




SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2026

MASS INTENTIONS FOR August 17—23, 2026

Monday, August 17, 7:30 AM
* Dick Mayotte by Knights of Columbus Council 4391

Tuesday, August 18: NO MASS

Wednesday, August 19, 7:30 AM
* Mary Claire by Dewey & Marie Haag

Thursday, August 20, 7:30 AM
* Steven Smolucha by Dave & Ejleen Rogers

Friday, August 21, 7:30 AM
* Diana German Pechauer by Nick & Roxanne Adsit & Family

Morning Mass....what a way to start the day!
NOTE: Daily Morning Mass is held at the Parish Center. Holy Day,
First Friday and Ash Wednesday Masses are held at the Church.

Saturday, August 22, 5:00 PM
* Bernadine Buswell by Chris Daszko

Sunday, August 23:
8:00 AM: * Ralph & Bernadine Buswell by Larry & Diane Buswell
9:30 AM: Our Parish Families
4:30 PM: Mass at St. Mary’s

St. Edmund’s Weekly Target for Operation: $ 3,200.00
Sunday Offering, August 8/9: $ 2,572.74
Online Giving: $ 130.00
DEFICIT for the Week: $( 497.27)
St. Joseph’s Sunday Offering, August g: $  440.00

LAY MINISTERS for August 22/23, 2026

SATURDAY, August 22, 5:00 PM
Lector: Dick Arie
Ushers: Kevin & Pam Verkler

SUNDAY, August 23, 8:00 AM
Lector: Nancy Cowan
Ushers: Nathan & Sara McTaggart & Sons

Money Counters: Sue Butler & Jennifer Dixon

PLEASE NOTE: Fr. Mike will be gone August 25"—September 1
to the CCW National Convention. Fr. Vern will be our weekend sub.

“God reaches down to us with his hands to soothe our
pdin. We can feel the power of this healing through
the embrace of a neighbor, a doctor, or a loved one.”
Christopher de Vinck

Simple Wonders

Please pray for . . .
e  Gary Cahoe
e |ouise Bruens
e Tedlverson

A PRAYER FOR TEACHERS

God of love...Thank you for every teacher who notices
a child's special gift. Thank you for teachers who are
listeners and gently guides. Thank your for teachers
who expect much and love enough to demand more.
Thank you for the special teacher each one of us re-
members.

God of Mercy..Sustain teachers who give everything
they have. Strengthen teachers who assume the
blame for so many problems beyond their control.
Help exhausted teachers rest.

God of Strength..Encourdge tedchers to care and in-
spire them to nourish. Motivate teachers to keep on
learning for the fun of it and to make learning en-

joyable for children.

We wonder at teachers who know how to quiet a class
of five-year-olds or help fourth graders be empa-
thetic. We admire teachers who enjoy middle school
writers, or teach physics or math or history. Bless the
people who are expected to accomplish these miracles
and who know how to comfort children when mira-

cles don't happen.

God of Justice..Help and support teachers in their
special calling, wherever they teach and whatever ob-
stacles they must face. We pray these things in the
name of our great teacher, Jesus Christ. Amen.

National Catholic Education Association

N \a— A Prayer for Students

Lord,
Thank you for the unique gifts of every child as they
transition into a new school year. Fill each student with
fresh enthusiasm and a heart that is excited to learn
and grow. Cover them with your enduring love, give them
confidence and grace, and equip them with the ability
to persevere through trials. Bless their teachers with
wisdom, understanding, and a heart to serve, as they
embark on the journey together! Amen!

Credit: laurieyogi.com



