The Blessed Virgin Marvy,

‘Untier of Xnots
By Hedwig Lewis SJ

“When he returned to Argentina following his doc-
toral studies in Germany, Jorge Mario Bergoglio SJ,
now Pope Francis, took with him a particular fond-
ness for a Marian Devotion that he had encountered
in Bavaria. Hedwig Lewis SJ introduces us to the
increasingly popular devotion to ‘Mary Untier of
Knots'.

‘Mary Untier of Knots, pray for us’ would be a
strange-sounding invocation in the Litany to Our
Lady to which we are so accustomed. In fact, devo-
tion to the Blessed Virgin under this title has been
common in parts of Germany for centuries. Recent-
ly, however, the world’s attention was drawn to it
when Vatican Radio revealed that Pope Francis had
championed the devotion decades ago in Argentina.

In the 1980s, while doing his doctoral studies in the-
ology in Freiburg, Germany, as a Jesuit priest, Jorge
Bergoglio saw a painting in a church in Augsburg
entitled 'Mary Untier of Knots’. He was so im-
pressed by its stark symbolism that he took post-
cards of the image back with him to his home prov-
ince of Argentina. He used to enclose copies in eve-
ry letter he sent out. An Argentinian artist-friend of
his made an oil-on-canvas miniature painting of the
picture, which was hung in the chapel of Colegio del
Salvador in Buenos Aires where Bergoglio was post-
ed. The college staff was so attracted by it that they
persuaded the local pastor to get a larger copy
made. This was displayed in the parish church of
San Jose del Talar, in 1996. Eventually, devotion to
Mary under the title ‘Untier of Knots’ spread across
Latin America.

Shortly after Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger was elected
pope, as Benedict XVI, the then-Cardinal Bergoglio
presented the German-born pope with a silver chal-
ice engraved with the image of Mary Untier of
Knots.”

From the Diocese . . .

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends: Upcoming
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends in 2016 are:
June 10-12, August 12-14 and October 7-9 at Elk Grove
Village, IL. Early registration is highly recommended.
For reservations/information, call Jim & Kris at 630-577-
0778 or contact them at http://wwme-chicagoland.org.

Joyful Again! (A Widowed Ministry): The next Joyful
Again Widowed Retreats/Workshops in 2016 will be: July
9/10 at St. Julie Billiart Parish in Tinley Park and July 23/24
at Holy Family Parish in Inverness. To register or for more
information, call 708-354-721 or email them at joy-
fulagainz2z1a@gmail.com. Visit their website at
www.joyfulagain.org. Space is limited so please register
early.

Please pray for our Service Members . . .

e  Staff Sgt. Thomas Westrick, son of Steve & Sharon
Westrick

e Sr. Airman Andrew Kelnhofer, son of Michelle Has-
tings

e Hma2 Richard Kelnhofer, son of Michelle Hastings

Sgt. Erik Shepherd, son-in-law of Michelle Hastings

e Sgt. Allison Shepherd, daughter of Michelle Hastings

e Lance Corporal Samuel Gross, grandson of Linda Hunt

e Sr. Airman Rori Sorensen, granddaughter of Mary
Sorensen

Please pray for. ..

e  Francis Melson
o Mark Smith

Saints of the Week . . .

Tuesday, May 10:
St. Damien de Veuster
Thursday, May 12:
St. Nereus
St. Achilleus
St. Pancras
Friday, May 13:
Our Lady of Fatima
Saturday, May 14:
St. Matthias

ST. EDMUND CHURCH

219 EAST LOCUST STREET
WATSEKA IL 60970

PASTOR: Reverend Michael Powell

Rectory: 815-432-3274 ~ Office Hours: 8 a.m.—12 p.m. M-F

Religious Education Office: 815-432-5569
Website: www.stedstjoe.org

MASSES: M-W-TH-F 7:30 AM
SATURDAY 5:00 PM
SUNDAY 7:30 & 10:30 AM

CONFESSIONS: Saturday, 4:30-4:50 PM or by appointment

“Transforming the world in which we live by bringing the

teachings of Jesus Christ to every living person.”

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH

(A mission of St. Edmund Church)
307 UNION STREET
CRESCENT CITY IL 60928

PASTOR: Reverend Michael Powell

MASS: SUNDAY 9:00 AM
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LAY MINISTERS Liturgical Appointments for Next Weekend

kids really look forward to it!
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